
(WASHINGTON, DC) On Tuesday June 13, 2006, the Mayor of the District of Columbia 
conducted a public hearing on a Working Draft of the revised Comprehensive Plan. The hearing 
provided an opportunity for public comment prior to transmittal of a revised Draft to the City 
Council later this summer. 
 
More than 50 individuals and representatives from local organizations presented testimony at the 
public hearing.  Responses were generally positive, with many speakers praising the Plan's 
emphasis on affordable housing and transit-oriented development.  Several speakers expressed 
concerns and objections to Plan language relating to college and university growth, density, 
development, and transportation policy.  Many speakers praised the inclusive and transparent 
process used to revise the Plan, although others called for additional time to consider its 
proposals.  
 
The 1973 Home Rule Act requires that the District have a Comprehensive Plan guiding growth 
and neighborhood conservation. The city’s current Plan was adopted in 1984 and has been 
amended four times since then. 
 
The process to revise the District’s 22-year old Comprehensive Plan has been underway for 
almost four years. Milestones in this process have been the completion of the Comp Plan 
Assessment Report in February 2003, the Vision for Growing an Inclusive City in June 2004, and 
the current effort to revise the District Elements, which has been underway for the last 21 months. 
 
The Plan addresses major policy challenges for the District, including housing choices, 
transportation and land use, access to education and employment, and environmental quality.  
Major changes to the Plan include the addition of new chapters on educational facilities, arts and 
culture, infrastructure, and parks and recreation.  The revised Plan also replaces “Ward Plans” 
with “Area Elements.”  This will eliminate the need for amendments when Ward boundaries 
change, and allow the city's neighborhoods to be treated more holistically. 
  
Public input was an essential part of this process, and has included workshops, briefings, town 
hall meetings, focus groups, mobile exhibits, foreign-language DVDs and publications, meetings 
with ANCs in every ward of the city, and briefings to dozens of community groups. 
 
The Mayor’s Draft will be submitted to the City Council in mid-July. It is anticipated that the 
Council will hold hearings in September and October and adopt the Plan in late October or early 
November. The Plan will then go before the National Capital Planning Commission and the 
Congressional Committee on the District Affairs to be review for consistency with the federal 
interest. 
 
The Working Draft Plan may be reviewed online at: www.inclusivecity.org.


